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Deaf-Blind individuals representing FDBA, David Roberts, Cheryl Rhodes, Linda Knight, Rusty Ackerman, Marisa Lucca, and Vicky Magliocchino, along with Emily Taylor-Snell (FOP), Barbara Chandler (HKNC), and Becky Forstel (YES), had the privilege to represent the Deaf-Blind community at the 5th annual Vision Summit held at the State Capitol on Feb. 8th from 7:30 AM-12:30 PM.  Supporters of the Deaf-Blind in the audience included Steven Rhodes, Steve Lewis, Trish Brockway, and Alicia Malcolm.  It was a unique opportunity to join with about 60 members of the Legislature as well as representatives in Florida from both private and public agencies that provide services to all ages with vision impairment. 

PURPOSE OF THE SUMMIT

The Vision Summit is to bring together all those in Florida, who are interested in vision issues in order to raise awareness as well as encourage and assist State leaders to develop strategies to address these issues. 

CO-HOSTS

Florida Association of Agencies Serving the Blind (FAASB) is a statewide non-profit organization that includes community-based agencies that provide direct support services (i.e., Conklin Center for the Blind, Lighthouses, Independent Living Centers, etc.) 
Robert Kelly, Executive Director of the Conklin Center, is the President of FAASB, the organization that initiated the 1st annual Vision Summit 5 years ago along with the Florida Vision Caucus. 

Florida Vision Caucus of the State 

Legislature has now grown to about 60 members from both the Florida Senate and House of Representatives.  The Caucus is a bipartisan effort to increase understanding of the needs of blind citizens for services, to address issues, and to oversee policy and funding for agencies serving the blind. 
The Florida Vision Caucus Chair was Representative Dennis Baxley, who is also a Founding Chairman.  He founded and chaired the first Vision Caucus five years ago and is an extremely strong supporter.
FORMAT OF THE SUMMIT

There was a long list of speakers, including visually impaired consumers, leaders of successful programs for the blind, and educators as well as ophthalmologists and opticians.  FDBA’s very own Vice-President, Cheryl Rhodes, was honored as one of the speakers.  She enlightened the audience with

the roles of a SSP and the strong need for a SSP program in the State of Florida in her presentation. 
Questions from invited guests and general public 
were not allowed. It was a time for sharing 
information and successful strategies. It was also a time for highlighting accomplishments of blind citizens. 

Deaf-Blind individuals and supporters were seated in the front on the second floor of the House Chambers at the Old Capitol.  Six interpreters were provided for the Deaf-Blind and Deaf.  Colleen Castille of Go Green Strategies was instrumental in acquiring interpreter services.  Partners in Communication in Tallahassee deserved a special recognition for providing interpreters, especially under last minute circumstances.  They did an excellent job of pulling a team together.  Rebecca T. Ray, IC, TC, CT, CI, LLL, and Pamela Hill were the close vision interpreters for Vicky and David.  The other four interpreters, Drew Wann, NIC; Bryan Conrad, NIC; Billy Dean, QA3; and Stevie Fenton, NIC, took turns in tactile interpreting for Cheryl and Rusty.  Emily Taylor-Snell helped voice interpret for Linda, and Marisa’s SSP, Trish, voiced for her.

It was the third time that the Summit officially included representatives of the DB community, and Robert Kelly was instrumental in giving a warm welcome to FDBA, FOP, and HKNC and recognizing us at various times throughout the event.  The attendance of the Deaf-Blind has grown from 1 two years ago to 10 last year and 6 this year.
Throughout the Summit, which also included breakfast and a dinner event the night before, we met informally with representatives and gave out our business cards and brochures.  FDBA and FOP also had display boards set up in the exhibit area.
There is also a Congressional Vision Caucus working at the federal level on the same issues as the Florida Vision Caucus. The mission of the federal Caucus is to develop a “national vision strategy” to raise awareness.

If you would like more information about the Vision Summit, please feel free to contact Vicky Magliocchino, Barbara Chandler, or Emily Taylor-Snell.
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